34                THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI
A Tuni correspondent writes to say, that Bombay buyers have
gone to Andhra Desha to buy fine cloth. He says, that in spite of
his warning, cloth woven out of foreign yarn was sent by some
merchants from Bezwada, He warns all buyers against buying
such cloth. He says that practically all swadeshi stock is exhaust-
ed. The moral is of course clear- "Beware of fine cloth.15 Fine
hand-spun yarn cannot be had in abundance, and therefore it is
best for Congress workers to avoid buying line kluuli. As Shri-
mati Sarojini Naidu1 said at Farrukhabad, it is better to cover
ourselves with leaves than to wear foreign cloth. Those who are
fired with such a spirit will not fall into the dangerous trap of
fine cloth as yet. A time will soon come, when there will be no
dearth of fine hand-spun that is capable of being wove IK
A SEASONABLE PUBLICATION
Dr. Syed Mahmud of Patna has rendered, a service to the
Khilafat by bringing out his booklet on the KhHafat and Engfcmd,
It is easy reading, and makes out for the busy man a fairly com*
plete case for the Khilafat. Dr, Mahmud has been careful to sup-
port every one of his propositions by copious extracts*   He proves
the treachery of British ministers from their own writings and
speeches. He has had no difficulty in showing that England, even
when she was regarded as Turkey's friend, was a friend out of
necessity, because she was Russia's foe.  The history of England's
relationship with Turkey has been one of betrayal, of secret trea-
ties hostile to Turkey's interests> the brave and trusting Turks always
believing in England's promises. Here are Lord Palmerstoit's rea-
sons for the support of Turkey in his days: "We support Turkey for
our own sake and for our own interest"   When these very sound
reasons ceased,   Turkey was sold.   It was at the time of the Berlin
Congress of 1877, that the secret leaked out that Britain had exac-
ted the cession of the island of Cyprus from Turkey, Disraeli and
Salisbury,  the  two  English  plenipotentiaries,  kept   the     secret
from the Congress, although they were under an obligation to dis-
close it "They stood convicted of nothing less than a direct and
recorded lie!" Did the discovery lead to the return to Turkey of
Cyprus?   Not at all.    England placated outraged  France  by
recognizing the latter's right at the first convenient opportunity
to occupy Tunis, by recognizing her special interest in Syria and
jiving an equal share to her in the financial spoliation of Egypt.
*18794949; poet, patriot, Congress leader  and  a close  aasuciaie   of
Gandhiji